Medieval Castles (Carisbrooke)

Aims

To investigate medieval castles by looking at a local example

To assess the castle's defensive strengths and weaknesses.
Preparation

Work on castles - in particular their purpose and historical context;
practice in using improvised units of measurement (e.g. feet, paces)

Programme

The introduction in the Education Room begins with a look at Norman
armour to illustrate the castle's origin. This is followed by a
demonstration of model siege weapons, which raises the key issue which
your pupils will be investigating during their visit.

We suggest that you divide the class into supervised groups to look
round the castle. However, you may like to visit the keep as a whole
class, where it would be possible for either Estelle or Chris to lead a
session looking at the features there. Separate supervised groups could
then use the photo-hunt packs to locate and identify a variety of key
features around the castle.

If possible (this may depend on the availability of the Education Room) an
on-site feedback session on the castle's strengths and weaknesses would
be useful. Alternatively, you could leave feedback until you return to
school.

Follow-up
Make a display of the children's ideas about the castle's strengths.

If you took photographs, display these with the children's own captions.
Some could be linked with an aerial view of the castle - perhaps the
attached one enlarged.
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Carisbrooke Castle: _ What strengths does the castle have

features to look for if attacked with siege weapons?
The Keep
Walk around the top What can you see from here? From the ground outside the wall, estimate the height of the wall.
Why was a good view so important? How high would your ladders and siege towers have to be?
Find the well. Why was it so important to have a well in the keep?

Look for the bread oven and toilet (garderobe)

Look for a tower here Measure the thickness of the wall as you go through the doorway.

Up steps to kee| Children could count how many paces it takes to get through.

How many steps are the
Why is it so high up?

re?

Museum Buildin:
Downstairs: This was the Great Hall which would have had.~
the long tables set out for eating. Notice the huge
fireplace. Originally the fireplace would have been in
the middle of the room.

Look for the back door of the castle g,
Why was this useful?

Crenellations
Why is the top of the wall like this?
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Measure the thickness of
the wall (you could use
your hands or feet as a
measure).

Do you think a battering
ram could break it down?

Look for towers, useful for soldiers

defending the castle. Why?
Estimate the height of this wall. A child

could stand against the wall to help you
estimate.

Garden
It was important to have an
area for growing food. Why?

Under Gatehouse _
Look for grooves in the wall which show'@
where portcullises made of wood and
metal would have been lowered.

How many portcullises were there here?

Look down at the ground outside
the castle. could you get a siege
tower or battering ram up against
Look for a loophole to fire a the wall? what makes it difficult?
crossbow from.

The Gatehouse

Look for loopholes to fire a crossbow from.
Look for loopholes to fire a handgun from.
How else do you think they could defend the gatehouse?  Up steps into Gatehouse
Note: There would have been a drawbridge outside the Soldiers would live here

gatehouse. and also keep guard.




